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plan of the League to Enforce Peace, although the plan 
is not yet adopted. 

The fact of the matter is, of course, that the good citi- 
zens of a frontier settlement trust one another, do not 
think of guarding against violence by one of their own 
number, and on the basis of their mutual trust, by co- 
operative action, they maintain order. If there is not 
at least a small group of men in a community who can 
and do trust one another, disorder prevails, political or- 
ganization is impossible, and the community can do 
nothing but wait for that gradual improvement by the 
"preaching of higher ethics and a better civilization," 
which President Lowell, one might infer, regards as quite 
inferior to force as an agency of progress. Similarly, if 
there are not at least a few nations that can trust one 
another, and that, so far as their mutual relations are 
concerned, are ready to disarm, then there is not the 
slightest use in attempting the political organization of 
the world. 

A plan as vulnerable as I have indicated cannot be 
abandoned too quickly. For the sake of the other three 
proposals of the League to Enforce Peace, the third 
should be given up, at least to the extent of eliminating 
all reference to military force. The agreement to use 
economic pressure would be unwise, in my opinion, but 
it is not intolerable, it is not self-contradictory. It in- 
volves no homicide. It requires no army and navy. 



MILITARY TRAINING IN AMERICAN 
HIGH SCHOOLS 

By DAVID STARR JORDAN 
Chancellor of Leland Stanford, Jr., University 

Through excess of military activity, through weak- 
ness of governmental control, through diplomatic 
injustice and crime, the nations of Europe have fallen 
into a helpless slough of mutual destruction, so hideous, 
so ruinous, so preposterous, so devilish, that any adjective 
one may use shrivels in inadequacy. 

And the awful carnival in Europe induces parallel 
currents of hysteria in the law-abiding nations, even in 
the United States. This shows itself in the sudden de- 
mand for militarism at home as a defense against pos- 
sible attacks of militarism abroad. Out of this has 
arisen the plan to give military drill to the boys in the 
high school as a part of "national defense." 

No one can read the future, but the past experience 
of the world indicates that our boys of today will not 
be obliged to fight in any war. Every great war has 
made the world sick and tired of warring, and has been 
followed by prolonged peace. At the end of the wide- 
spread religious and dynastic wars of the sixteenth and 
later centuries it was resolved that the same causes at 
least should not bring on great conflicts again. We hope 
that the great contest for domination and exploitation 
which is now on us will also be the last. of its kind. 
There is no hurry about arming our American boys. We 
can wait a little to see how Europe comes out. 

In my judgment, and that of most other teachers, 
voluntary military drill is a misuse of time that might 
generally be better employed. Compulsory drill is thor- 
oughly evil, as an invasion of individual liberty and as an 
entering wedge of a movement subversive of democratic 
freedom. 



As an exercise, voluntary drill is far inferior to well- 
ordered gymnasium work. Experts in physical training 
generally condemn it. The obedience it teaches is of the 
lowest kind, and in a degree it tends to promote what is 
called the "martial spirit." This may have its good side, 
but it usually spends itself in pride of display and in 
hatred of an imaginary enemy. It tends to turn the 
boy's mind away from the real enemies that beset every 
society, foes within, not to be fought with swords and 
guns. Even militarized Prussia has not placed military 
training in any school, from the kindergarten to the 
university, except in those schools devoted entirely to 
that purpose. No nation has ever long maintained such 
drill in secondary or high schools. The intrusion of mili- 
tary affairs impairs the effectiveness of other instruction, 
while having little or no value for war purposes. More- 
over, such training would reach only a small minority, 
as the vast majority of boys available for military drill 
are outside the gymnasium and the university. 

In Australia boys from fourteen to twenty years of 
age are placed in military camps for about eighteen days 
each summer, such training having no connection with 
the schools. In Switzerland every man, non-exempt, 
from twenty to forty-eight years of age is drawn into 
military service. The exempt pays a special fee in place 
of drill. The recruits are divided into classes on the 
basis of competitive examinations, physical and mental. 
The "elite" or chosen class drill for seven periods of 
eleven days each, chiefly in rifle practice, the others 
mostly for one such period each year. The Australian 
system was established in view of an absurd and baseless 
fear of an invasion from Japan; that of Switzerland 
rests on a well-grounded distrust of some of her neigh- 
bors. 

It is quite true that there are teachers who success- 
fully use military forms for training boys in good man- 
ners, good morals, and the diligent use of time ; but such 
training would be better if the "musket" and the "en- 
emy" were left out of it. The "Boy Scout" movement 
has shown this, and we may be sure that the skill in 
woodcraft, roadcraft, and towncraft this movement fur- 
nishes is better even for a future soldier than anything 
the "High School Cadet Corps" can give. 

Compulsory drill in the high school would introduce 
other and more sinister elements. The course of study, 
already overloaded, would have a new and incongruous 
element thrust into it, which again would be hard and 
fast in its insistence, while many of the other secondary 
studies are elective and involve the element of consent. 
High-school boys could be rounded up by the mild coer- 
cion of school boards, although conscientious and other 
scruples of boys and parents would have to be considered. 
But the scheme to have any military value must also 
include the far larger number of boys not in school at- 
tendance. But if boys from the outside were included, 
the drill would cease to be an educational function. 
State compulsion would succeed that of school boards. 
If developed as a permanent policy, the scheme must 
become national, involving all States alike, and letting 
no boy escape if legally liable. United States marshals 
would hunt down truants, and, as now in Australia, a 
boy who for any reason failed to appear might be sent 
to prison and his parents subjected to a fine. Any 
scheme of compulsory military education of high-school 
boys must thus, of its own weight, fall out of the school 
and become, like the Australian system, a State matter, 
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to be dropped when the first excitement passes. In a 
republic compulsion is exercised only by ourselves and 
on ourselves. 

The Australian system has involved great expense and 
much ill feeling. It is claimed that the camp is "demo- 
cratic" because all classes meet on the same level. Bad 
boys here get a touch of good company, but good ones 
often find themselves for the first time in very bad com- 
pany. The associations of the camp on the whole are 
not wholesome. The old trooper, avowedly no "plaster 
saint," is usually not a fit instructor for growing youth. 
Except for constant lying references to the covetous en- 
emy, Japan, the "black crow that watches for the eyes 
of the starving sheep," the system could not have been 
maintained. In Australia, with a population about 
double that of California, 22,143 boys have been in two 
and a half years prosecuted for failure to appear at the 
barracks. Even for writing home accounts of their ex- 
perience, boys have been punished. 

In central Europe compulsory drill exists not pri- 
marily for the purpose of making good soldiers, but 
rather to make bad citizens— men who will take orders 
from above and obey them without thought. 

In general no nation with compulsory military service 
can long retain its sanity or its freedom. The first pur- 
pose of compulsory service is to make subservient indus- 
trial as well as military units of the young men of the 
country. The docile army is the right arm of privilege 
and the reliance of the industrial exploiter. Military 
drill accustoms men to blind obedience. They are taught 
to regard frightfulness in terms of exalted patriotism. 
To think of time of service as years thrown away occurs 
to but few of them. The danger from the enemy nation 
demands their sacrifices. This "enemy nation," which 
they blindly hate, is always watching for a chance to 
spring. When all men have been through three years of 
camp servitude they are open to all kinds of "war 
scares." They are prepared for the domination of 
"makers of madness." Thus the people become "in- 
capable of self-government." They subject themselves 
to extortions and discomforts to pay the "insurance 
against war." The whole system tends to evoke the war 
spirit, at once making war more probable and more 
profitable to its financial backers. That so many of our 
military men and their associated agitators favor it shows 
that militarism does not change its character in a re- 
public. It is blind, ignorant, insistent, and contemptu- 
ous of the values of human freedom.* 

"America means opportunity," and the young men and 
women of the Bepublic should be trained to grasp oppor- 
tunity for themselves. Their springs of action should 
be responsive to the individual conscience. The "discip- 
line" of driven sheep is not for them, however useful it 
may be to aristocracies which claim to rule by Divine 
Eight. Only that training which develops individual 
initiative is worthy of the name of discipline. Collective 
discipline impairs individuality. The good citizen of 

* Gen. Thomas O'Ryan, one of our New York drill-masters, 
is quoted in Life as saying: "We must get our men so that 
they are machines, and this can be done only as a process 
of training. We have to have our men trained so that the 
influence of fear is overpowered by the peril of an uncom- 
promising military system, often backed up by a pistol in the 
hands of an officer. . . . The recruits have got to put 
their heads into the military noose." This is the method of 
the Nation in Arms. Its logical result is seen today in the 
ruin of Europe. 



America is not a chattel sheltered by a State he does not 
control. The democratic State exists for the common 
welfare of the men and women that compose it. The 
idea of compulsion has little place in a democracy. 
Wherever it appears, it should be scanned most critically, 
for it is legitimate only in time of severest need. Such 
need does not appear today. It may not appear when 
the high-school boys of today have grown to be men. 
We have ample reason to hope with Louis Eaemakers of 
Amsterdam that this is "Germany's Last Dance with 
Death." 



CHRISTIANITY AND THE WAR 

By NATHAN HASKELL DOLE 

The Archbishop of Canterbury is reported as having 
recently recommended to the women of England 
simultaneously and with one accord to pray to God to 
put an end to the war. This reminds one of the famous 
experiment once proposed, whereby at a particular mo- 
ment' everybody was to help in a shout which should be 
heard around the world. The Archbishop either believes 
that his recommendation would be efficacious or else he 
is indulging in a piece of portentous foolishness. He 
does not seem to see that if he is sincere in such a belief 
he implicitly holds God to be responsible for the war. 
If God, at the instance of a given number of women on 
their knees, could be persuaded to end it, we are freed 
from any prejudice that might exist in our minds against 
the Serbians or Austria or Germany or England or 
Eussia. Kaiser Wilhelm and Edward Grey are equally 
absolved, and those that hold these puppets up to execra- 
tion may as well save their breath for blowing out the 
stars. 

The attitude of the clergy almost universally has been 
equally unphilosophical, not to say irreligious. Priests 
and ministers have been known to preach the gospel of 
hatred from their pulpits. Not long ago I had the privi- 
lege of dining with three distinguished priests of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, or, as they were extreme 
ritualists, they preferred to call it the Catholic Church. 
One of them was an Englishman, well known for his 
brilliant writings. All three agreed in all solemnity 
that it was the duty of this country immediately to take 
sides with the Allies and put forth all our power to help 
crush Germany, for which they had no words severe 
enough to express their execration. 

I said to them : "Is it not a strange thing that I, who 
do not pretend to be anything but a more or less enlight- 
ened pagan, should utterly reprobate your teachings? 
For almost two thousand years the Lords of Misrule, 
servants of the 'God of Battles/ have had it their own 
way; have sowed dragon's teeth and raised damnable 
harvests of warriors ; and the present war is the last and 
.most perfect outcome of their regime. Would it not 
better become you preachers of the Gospel of the Prince 
of Peace to throw the whole weight of your influence on 
the side of non-resistance than to urge immense arma- 
ments for this country, which, even as it is, spends 70 per 
cent of our immense revenues in keeping the pistol in 
the pocket, the bowie-knife in the belt, and the chip on 
the shoulder? So far in history the advocates of pre- 
paredness have had it their own way. Why not try your 
own gospel for three years or for ten ?" 



